School Advisory Committee Minutes – February 2026
Attendance:
Principal: Gabe Rose
Parents: Maryem Zia, Angelina Cooke, Mariya Turchin 
Teacher Representative: Kate MacLeod

Date: 17th February, 2026

1. Minutes for January 2026 Meeting approved ( Gabe Rose and Mariya Turchin) 
2. Principal Report 
a. Student Success Plan 
i. The student success plan is in action 
ii. Math: There is a focus to target math in depth. This work is to understand where students are and to encourage a push as students enter into the final term of the year.
iii. Literacy: classroom assessments are on going. The at ISES is proud to see that there were 13 students who went from not meeting to meeting literacy outcomes. 
iv. Significant gains in student writing as well with many moving from not meeting to meeting goals. 
b. Staffing 
i. Ms. Kaitlyn Smallwood is now working as part of the resource team following Ms. Baker’s departure. 
c. Indigo Book Fund
i. There has been a shopping event that allowed for the purchase of many new books for the school
ii. Spending and collection will occur over a number of events 
d. Grade 6 Hoodies 
i. The hoodies were purchased with the help of the SAC. 
ii. Students are loving them and wearing them very proudly.
iii. Gabe to share photos.  
e. Emergency Planning Update 
i. The school conducted a lockdown drill, occurring during recess
ii. Completed in just over five minutes 
iii. As part of the plan, the next drill will be a relocation drill. 
f. Modular Classroom
i. ISES is receiving two modular classrooms. 
ii. There is tentative timelines at this point 
iii. Further updates will be shared when known. 
g. Tattletales 
i. Filling library books with the help of Ms. Saadi 
h. PTO Event – Flea Market and Spring Fair 
i. The PTO will be hosting a flea market for ISES and community in May 
ii. The PTO will also be organizing and putting on the annual spring fair in June 
iii. Additional details will be shared closer to the dates. 

3. SAC Administration 
a. Teacher support (Professional Development) 
i. Discussion on providing meals/ treats/support for teachers during Professional Development days 
ii. Tentative dates: March 13 or April 2 – to be confirmed 
b. SAC Funds update
i. Current balance: $5,000
ii. Expenses from the Grade 6 Hoodies will be deducted from this balance 
iii. The SAC will be supporting the guest speaker that is coming in April 
c. Field trip idea 
i. Discussed the value of field trips 
ii. Suggested the new aquarium at Dalhousie University as they provide curriculum-adjacent learning 
iii. Also discussed the observatory at Saint Mary’s University across the street. 
d. Parking and Safety 
i. Discussed parking lot and the importance of that space for staff
ii. Discussed parking along Robie street. 
· Gabe to have further discussion with Matthew Hartlen regarding prior parking discussions with the HRM 
· Once more information and history is received, determine a solution for the future. 
· Parking and student drop off has been a challenge and there is certainly a push towards walking to school. However, obstacles for many to make that happen. 
iii. HRP support 
· Some support from partners at HRP would be helpful for people not stopping for school buses and exceeding the speed 
